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Why Do We Care?

Because the EPA says so

Dental Amalgam is composed of 

Å45% Mercury

Å55% (combined) Ag, Sn, Cu
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Project Charter:

ÅMercury loadings to the WRFs have been increasing in recent years.

ÅSince Hg is primarily a pollutant of commercial/industrial origin, determine 
if adequate controls for Hg are in place by Industrial Pretreatment .

ÅReduce mercury loadings from commercial/industrial facilities to WRF.



Research First, Ask Questions Later
Determine Dental Office contribution of Hg to WRF

Calais et al (1994 ) and Drummond et al (1995)

~ 1341 mg Hg generated per dental chair per day 
(240 days per year)

~ 60% of Hg retained by 0.7 mm chair side trap
~ 80% of Hg retained using a secondary vacuum filter (210 micron) 
~ 99.9% of Hg may be removed using separator technologies


